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To the Soviel stand on Berlin came
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then have become still softer and he
has accepted the Western proposition |
for a foreign ministers’ conference
to explore .the advisability of a
summit talk to which the West has i
tentatively agreed. |
The conciliatory approach now:
emanating from the Kremlin, how-4
ever, is not the only factor whichs
stands as justification for the stern:
policy the United States has insisted‘;i
upon in confronting the crisis over;
Berlin and Germany. ‘

THE Central Intelligence Agency.
indicated publicly during the past;
week that the Soviet Union is, neitlllleri

sady nor preparing fdr war; ‘that’
E%ﬂ;’:e(%,(remlirl: does I%Of %want a war,
although Communist Russia would.
fight if it must. ) ;

According to a high official of the
ClA, _Russian leaders decided 18-
months ago that the Communist econ- :
omy had to have 15 years of peace’
to achieve its internal development
plans,

He said that the Soviet economy
is by no means mobilized for war
or preparing for war but is striking -

and tke Lepanon, also teuds to con-
firm that internal reform and uot
further military aggréssion is the
principal concern of Cofpmiifiist pow-
ers at thjs time. _. . =

In view of the CIA evaluation and
the course of events in recent years,
the United States and her allies are
assured of approaching the con-
ference table from a position ¢f powcer
superiority, Russian” propaganda to
the contrary not withstanding.

for a balance between military and

other expenditures just as the United
States is.

The official is quoted as having
said also that the Soviet Union is
certainly not ready to risk nuclear
war over Berlin and that Khrushchev,
instead, thinks he can force the West
to “chicken out.”

“If the West is resolute,” he said,
“then T believe that the Soviet Union
will be, the ones to back down.”

THIS has been our contention-all
along and it is heartening that the
CIA is sufficiently confident on this
gcore to make such an open ap-:
praisal.

. The lack of significant Communist
fetaliation in the face of Western:
activity to quell international disturb-
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